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Continued from Page 1
colleagues Mary Rowell, PhD,

who took her final yows as a to hear the Church's rationale for these stances discussed.
Sister of St Joseph
(Peterborough) on March 19,

2010, and to Fr Leo Walsh,

On another note, we would like to thank "Faith Connections," led by
Vanessa Nicholas-Schmidt and, until recently, Sr. Thérése Meunier,
csj, for the work they do in developing awareness of such topics, and
for inviting me to speak to their group again, along with Denis

Gk} e oo B e Costello of Catholic Family Services of Toronto.

as a priest on June 25. Best

idhesl We have made several media appearances and handled many

requests for comment and conclude that media seem to be paying

more attention to religious viewpoints. "Salt and Light," under the direction of Fr. Tom Rosica,
csb, continues to produce excellent series for Catholics and a wider audience. Fr. Rosica has
made possible a visit to Toronto by the well known Australian Dominican, Bishop Anthony

Fisher, and CCBI is honoured to host a lecture in conjunction with "Salt and Light" to be given
by Bishop Fisher on June 19, 2010.

In a previous “Bioethics
Matters” we referred to the
Pontifical Council “Cor
Unum” in a list of
documents. We were
pleased to be contacted by
Bishop John Stephen Knight
who told us of his work on
that Council in Rome,
between 1987-1990. He
also said the Council
published a document,
“Some Ethical Questions
Relating to the Gravely |lI
and Dying” in 1981, and it
is that document which
should have been
mentioned in our article.

Thank you to all who contact us for your support and prayers, and we extend a special thank
you to our major donors, who are essential to our continuing work. The staff of CCBI is
especially grateful to our Board of Directors for their generous gift of time, advice and support.
They are: Archbishop Thomas Collins, Anne Anderson, csj, Richard Alway, Patrick Jordan, John
Kyle, John McGrath, Moira McQueen, Archbishop Richard Smith of Edmonton (Designate,
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops). We thank Mr Peter Quail for his service on the
Board, and wish him well in his many endeavours.

We wish everyone a blessed summer, with time for rest and meditation.

Moira McQueen
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CCBI and Salt and Light
Catholic Media Foundation
are hosting a free lecture on
June 19,2010 at 11 am
with guest Most Rev. Anthony
Fisher, OP, Bishop of
Parramatta, Australia.
Bishop Anthony is also a
Professor of Moral Theology
and Bioethics, and was
coordinator of World Youth
Day 2008 in Sydney. Salt
and Light will film the lecture
which will cover the
scientific, commercial,
ethical and social aspects of

the stem-cell debate in

Australia tfoday.

Contact CCBI to reserve a
seat: (416) 926- 2335,

bioethics.usmc@utoronto.ca.
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Executive Director's Message

CCBI has been very active over the last few
months in many areas. One of our major
annual events, the Cardinal Ambrozic
Lecture, was given this year by Rob Allore,
SJ, PhD, on “Science and Religion in
Conversation: Seeking the Common Good."
Fr. Rob has devoted much attention over the
years to this topic, freely sharing his ongoing
reflections with CCBI and others, and we
look forward to more such interchanges.

We noted with relief that Francine Lalonde's
third attempt to pass a bill legalizing
physician-assisted suicide was heavily
defeated. CCBI contacted all MPs yet again,
and were heartened by the unequivocal
response of many of them. Other replies
were more guarded. Some MPs were clear
that they would not support the Bill in its
present state, but they do not disagree with
its main purpose. We must continue to call
for better palliative care, support for
hospices, and more resources for end-of-life
care. In presenting our parish program "For
People in the Pews," and in talking to several
CWL councils, it has been wonderful to hear
how so many people from the Catholic
community volunteer their time and talents
in community hospices and palliative and
long-term care facilities. This type of
commitment and witness is so necessary and
it is so powerful, expressing Pope John Paul's
call to solidarity with those in need.

We noted that there has been a global

improvement in child health and mortality. It
appears that there has also been a drop in
the number of abortions in Canada. CCBI
supports any measures that will foster
maternal and child health, while clearly not
approving contraception and abortion. Some
powerful voices claim that the last two
practices are an essential part of maternal
health, but Catholic moral teaching forbids
them, encouraging us, rather, to petition
government to provide essential resources
such as clean water and proper clinics,
including on Canadian aboriginal reserves.

CCBI has answered many requests for
information on the above topics, as well as on
end-of-life issues, HIV/AIDS, organ donation
and IVF. | spoke at the recent Catholic
Association of Religious and Family Life
Educators of Ontario (CARFLEO) conference
on teen sexuality and at a symposium at the
University of Western Ontario on HIV/AIDS in
Africa. Although discussing quite different
spheres, my message reiterating Catholic
teaching on the need to respect sexual
intercourse as a procreative and unitive
marital act, calling for abstinence from non-
married teenagers and against the use of
condoms as the main response to HIV/AIDS
as opposed to calling for monogamous,
marital relationships, was essentially similar. |
cannot pretend that it was generally well
received, but was encouraged by those who
told me after each event that they were glad
Continued on Page 4
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. CCBI commends MPs (April 27, 2010) WEB NEWS
Ambrozic Lecture

: Updates Online
In September 2009, Moira

McQueen and Bambi
Rutledge, a Committee

member. aftonded the Speaker: Rob Allore
Toronto Homelessness and “Science and Religion in

Palliative Care Committee’s

(THPCC) forum, “Building a Conversation: Seeking
Blueprint for Action on the Common Good”
Palliative Care for the
Home|e”55 and Under- Over the centuries, religion
housed W”_h ; and science have had a
representatives from tenuous relationship with
community agencies and cach claimin lusi

g an exclusive

government responsible for .
the care of Toronto's vision of and access to the

The Vote on Bill C-384 | Le vote sur le projet de loi C-384
To all Members of Parliament Thalia Flood, CCBI's web
manager, recently redesigned
The Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute and its supporters are greatly heartened by your ' .

CCBI's website. Our
voting against Bill C-384 on Thursday, April 22, 2010.

homepage is now a more
We consider the premise of the Bill to be wrong in encouraging the deliberate ending of life engaging experience because
as a solution to pain and suffering, when palliative care is available in many forms. We
continue to be concerned that personal relationships of trust will be eroded, whether
between doctor and patient or within families, should such a Bill ever become law.

of the improved features. For

instance, if you were unable

to attend the 2009 Annual
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usual palliative care refusal to yield, is it possible important to know what the Homeless,” watch the videos

seffings. Sharon Baxter, to re-vision their relationship  Allore took the audience Common Good is. L'Institut canadien catholique de bioéthique et ses supporters se réjouissent que vous ayez - )
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and collaboration on inner Conversation: Seeking the a teacher he was able to the dignity of all persons. de croire que des liens de confiance, tant entre médecin et patient qu’entre membres d’une programs, such as
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