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SUMMAR     Y

Many ethical questions are related to 
dementia and pharmacology: the question of 
mental capacity and consent, the respect for 
people with dementia who still have a say 
in the way they will be treated, the question 
of equal access to care and treatment, the 
accuracy, effectiveness and side-effects of 
medication, the big issue of patenting, the 
duty to treat, the participation of people 
with dementia in clinical research, the quality 
and sanctity of life, information on the 
educational efforts to be taken by the drug 
manufacturer to ensure that participating 
physicians and potential recipients have 
sufficient knowledge of the potential risks 
and benefits to assure that they can make an 
adequate decision, and more.  There are other 
issues such as behaviour control, chemical 
dependency, alternatives to pharmacology, and 
discrimination based on age.

The lecture will offer participants the 
possibility to become more aware of the 
ethical challenges and to reflect upon some 
specific issues related to dementia and 
pharmacology.
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