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The Marginally Competent and Mentally Ill:  
A Social Tragedy 

 
 

Dr. Barry Brown, Professor Emeritus, 
University of Toronto, will address the 
problem of how society fails those who are 
incompetent to care for themselves and may 
be slowly sliding down a slope toward a state 
in which they are vulnerable to serious 
bodily harm. Such individuals are often 
homeless, finding it difficult to remain in safe 
living conditions, and in winter, at risk of 
freezing to death.  
Dr. Brown will explore the question of 
autonomy and society’s obligation to protect 
those most in need. 
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 All are welcome to attend. 
 

For additional information, please call contact the CCBI by email 
(bioethics.usmc@utoronto.ca) or by phone (416-926-2335). 

 


